
How does a Full Communion Expression (“FCE”) form?
May 20, 2020 to August 22, 2022

On or before May 29, 2021, simple Petition
of Intent signed by 50 Ordained Clergy or

1 Bishop is submitted to the Executive
Secretary of Council of Bishops.  Petition
expresses intent to adopt common core

and enter into (1) Full Communion
Agreement, (2) Gracious Affiliation

Agreement and (3) Dispute Resolution
Agreement. ¶431B 1.

COB notifies petitioner of non-compliance.
Petitioner may resubmit petition to cure

defects identified by COB.  ¶431B 2.

Council of Bishops reviews face of petition
to join and determines whether it meets
requirements of ¶431B 1.  Does it meet

the requirements?

COB notifies petitioner that petition is
granted and new expression becomes

“Qualified New Expression”.  COB sings
standardized agreements prepared by
GCFA and tenders to Qualified New

Expression for ratification by Qualified New
Expression’s Organizing Conference ¶431B

3.

NO YES

Council of Bishops receives Petition of
Intent and has thirty (30) days to review

for compliance.  If no action by COB
within 30 days, petition is deemed
approved.  All COB action must be

completed by June 30, 2021. ¶431B 2.

Between May 1 and June 30, 2022
Qualified New Expression will conduct

organizing conference to adopt their own
Book of Discipline that includes common
core ¶431D1.  Organizing Conference will

also authorize entering into Full Communion
Agreement, Gracious Affiliation Agreement
and Dispute Resolution Agreement.  Except
adopting common core, new expression has

right to determine all other questions
¶431D 4.  Organizing conference comprised

of representatives selected by annual
conferences ¶675 and at large

representatives selected by new expression
¶431D 2.; new expression may select
majority of representatives ¶431D 2.

Did the organizing conference adopt
common core and authorize execution of

Full Communion Agreement, Gracious
affiliation agreement and Dispute Resolution

Agreement?

Qualfied New Expression fails to become
Full Communion Expression.  Not entitled to
invite annual conferences or local churches
to join via the Gracious Affiliation Process

No later than August 1, 2022 Qualified
New Expression lodges Book of

Discipline and executed Full Communion
Agreement, executed Gracious Affiliation

Agreement and executed Dispute
Resolution Agreements with Executive

Secretary of Council of Bishops.
Qualifying New Expression also provides

COB with PDF version of Book of
Discipline.  ¶431E.

NO
YES

No later than August 15, 2022 Council
of Bishops verifies that the New

Expression’s Book of Discipline adopts
the Common Core and that the Full
Communion Agreement, Gracious
Affiliation Agreement and Dispute
Resolution Agreement have been

executed.  ¶ 431E

Assuming requirements are met, no later
than August 22, 2022 Council of
Bishops notifies Qualified New
Expression that is now a Full

Communion Expression (“FCE”).  Council
of Bishops arranges to have a copy of

each Full Communion Expression’s Book
of Discipline posted online and available

to the general public for review and
download  ¶ 431E

Next step is FCE issuing invitations to
join. ¶676

New Expression may resubmit petition
to cure defect on or before May 29, 2021.
¶431B 2.


